John Held ~ Mentor
I wish you would have known my friend, John Held.
INTRO: First met him in Junior High as he taught all 8th graders the History of Music. He was animated, interesting, and witty. For 30 years he was the Choir Director, the vocal instructor at Salida High School. The choir was called the GLEE CLUB back in those days. John used some of his 8th grade teaching time to recruit for his FRESHMAN choir. Of course, the Freshman choir fed his other choirs and specialty groups.
1. John Held was a GREGARIOUS MAN
· He loved people – really listened – never too busy for anyone
· 5’8” built like a fire plug – with wild eyebrows like twisted limbs of scrub pine and a smile as broad as Texas.
· Helped me through some teenage troubles by taking ownership and refusing to let me go down the wrong path.
2. John Held was a GIFTED MUSICIAN
· Great voice – wide range – close to having perfect pitch

· He could hear all the parts and even with 50-60 students in the choir, he knew exactly where the ‘wrong’ sounds were coming from.
· Developed talent, took the cream of the crop and built groups (triple trio, men’s octet, ladies sextet, etc.).
· Worked individually with students wanting to improve and put them on a plan to compete in regional and state contests (UIL).
· Choir Director for his church (of course I sang in it)
3. John Held was a GREAT MENTOR
· He asked me to come “help him” clean up his music library and we spent a Saturday pulling music and sitting at the piano singing.
· He drove me to Pueblo (SCSC) so I could audition for one of three full-ride scholarships (I got it!)
· Elks Club Barber Shop Quartet – Best in state – I sang 1st tenor.

· He stayed in touch with me throughout my adult life – just checking.
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